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Philanthropy, especially through community foundations, is a powerful catalyst for 
strengthening communities in Canada. Community Foundations and their board members 
are interested and engaged in finding ways to make their community a more vital place to 
live, work, and play. Foundations also strive to build stronger communities through 
philanthropic leadership. Community foundations throughout Manitoba are diverse, 
representing a large cross section of communities in urban, rural, and northern areas. 
Manitoba is unique with a disproportionately high number of community foundations in 
relation to Canada. Of the 164 community foundations in Canada, 40 community 
foundations are in Manitoba representing urban, rural, and northern communities.  

This project aims to understand the diversity that exists among Manitoba community 
foundations. The project will achieve an increased understanding of community 
foundations, their organizations, their structures, their endowments, their community 
grants, and local benefits. Opportunities and challenges of community foundations, both 
current and anticipated, will be captured. Information generated will assist community 
foundations, government policy and programming, and academic institutions concerned 
with community development.  

The Rural Development Institute will dialogue with members of community foundations 
to identify their organizational structures, endowments, and community grants. Through 
discussions with community foundations, the Rural Development Institute will determine 
the opportunities and challenges being encountered among community foundations.  

The project will contribute to a subsequent proposal focusing on building a methodology 
for wealth transfer. The two proposals should be viewed each as independent of the other; 
however, information generated from each will compliment the other proposal.  

For further information please visit www.brandonu.ca/rdi.  


